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Rotary Club of LaBelle 

2012 – 2013  
The Year in Review 

by Nargis Abduvohidova, Michal Fidler, John Capece & Lester Baird 

Rotary Club of LaBelle 

 About Our Club & District 

 Meeting Presentations 

 Donations 

 Projects 

 Events 

 Recognitions 
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About Our Club & District 

 Club Website 

 2013-14 Club Officers 

 District Map 

 District Officers 

 Club Members 

 

 2012-13 Club Officers 

 Club Committees 

 New Club Members  

 Meetings Host 

 Club Bulletin 

2012-13 Club Officers 

 President:  Lester Baird 

 President-elect: Andy Higginbotham 

 Secretary:  Jack Milholland 

 Treasurer:  Trisha Arnold & 
    Kim Hamilton 

 Sgt. at Arms: Bryan Beer 
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Club Committees 
 Bulletin:   Jack Milholland 

 Dictionary Project: Holly Kobie 

 Golf Tournament: Andy Higginbotham 

 Membership:  Mel Karau 

 Nature Park:  Mel Karau 

 Pancakes/Spaghetti: Michael Jordan 

 PR & Calendar:  Mel Karau 

 Scholarships:  Mark Lapp 

 Rotary Foundation: Richard Yoraschek 

 S4TL:   James Holland 

 Social Programs: Kim Hamilton   

Meetings: 
Tuesdays 
at Noon 

Kersten Maxson, Owner 

LaShay, Server 
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Weekly Club Bulletin 

Web Site: www.LaBelleRotary.org 
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2013-14 Club Officers 

 President:  Andy Higginbotham 

 President-elect: Holly Kobie 

 Secretary:  Kim Hamilton 

 Treasurer:  Sue Benkert 

 Sgt. at Arms: Fred Kobie 

 

District 6960 Clubs Map 
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District Officers 

 District Governor:  Steve Schlueter 

 Asst. Gov. Area 6:   Jack Milholland 

 DG-elect:   Timothy Milligan 

 DG-nominee:   Pete Doragh 

 

 

Club Members 
11. Greg Gunter 

12. Kim Hamilton 

13. Chris Hansen 

14. Andy Higginbotham 

15. James Holland 

16. Maureen Jordan 

17. Michael Jordan 

18. Ayman Kaki 

19. Mel Karau 

20.Matt Kindermann 

1. Trisha Arnold 

2. Lester Baird 

3. Bryan Beer 

4. John Benkert 

5. Sue Benkert 

6. H.L. Bennett 

7. Michelle Brunetto 

8. John Capece 

9. Randy Daniels 

10. James Eden 
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Club Members 

30.James Sloan 

31. Brian Smith 

32.Carey Soud 

33.Matt Soud 

34.Ron Stephens 

35. Norman Todd 

36.Steve Whidden 

37. Richard Yoraschek 

21. Fred Kobie 

22.Holly Kobie 

23.Mark Lapp 

24.Barbara Maves 

25. Jack Milholland 

26.Maria Musler 

27. Kevin Nelson 

28.Joshua Parrish 

29.Bianca Ross Loren 

 List  List 

New Club Members: Sep 25, 2012 
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New Club Members (2012-13) 

• Ayman Kaki 

• Bianca Loren Ross  

• Holly Kobie 

• Fred Kobie 

• Brian Smith 

 

Club Members: Trisha Arnold  
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Club Members: Lester Baird 

Club Members: Bryan Beer 
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Club Members: John Benkert  

Club Members: Sue Benkert  
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Club Members: H.L. Bennett 

Club Members: Michelle Brunetto 
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Club Members: John Capece 

Club Members: Randy Daniels 
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Club Members: James Eden 

Club Members: Greg Gunter 
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Club Members: Kim Hamilton 

Club Members: Chris Hansen 
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Club Members: Andy Higginbotham 

Club Members: James Holland 
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Club Members: Maureen Jordan 

Club Members: Michael Jordan 
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Club Members: Ayman Kaki 

Club Members: Mel Karau 
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Club Members: Matt Kindermann 

Club Members: Fred Kobie 
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Club Members: Holly Kobie 

Club Members: Mark Lapp 



7/1/2013 

20 

Club Members: Barbara Maves 

Club Members: Jack Milholland 
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Club Members: Maria Musler 

Club Members: Kevin Nelson 
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Club Members: Joshua Parrish 

Club Members: Bianca Ross Loren 
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Club Members: James Sloan 

Club Members: Brian Smith 
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Club Members: Carey Soud 

Club Members: Matt Soud 
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Club Members: Ron Stephens 

Club Members: Norman Todd 
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Club Members: Steve Whidden 

Club Members: Richard Yoraschek 
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Presenters & Guests 
 July 10, 2012: Buse Erol, Exchange Student from Turkey 

 July 17, 2012: Gary White, LMS Principal 

 July 24, 2012: Hal Bennett, New Practice Football Field 

 July 31, 2012: Stephen F. Schlueter, Rotary District 6960 

 August 7, 2012: John Capece, Rotary Club of LaBelle 

 August 14, 2012: Arlene Bettencourt, United Way Hendry/Glades 

 August 21, 2012: Norm Todd & Dallas Townsend 

 August 28, 2012: Judi Kennington-Korf, Hendry County Admin. 

 September 4, 2012: Butch Wilson, Clewiston Museum Curator  

 September 11, 2012: Lisa Sands & Russell Rieder, Salvation Army  

 September 18, 2012: Frederick Ford, Florida Fresh Cargo 

 September 25, 2012: Bianca Loren Ross, Hendry County Dept. of Health 

 October 2, 2012: Tris Chapman & Shane Parker, Hendry County 

 October 9, 2012: Don McCumber, Swim Team Kayaker 

 October 16, 2012: Holly and Fred Kobie, Rotary Club of LaBelle 

 October 23, 2012: Evan Lubell, Aloia, Roland & Lubell, LLP 

 October 30, 2012: Heidi Ruster & Colin Downey, Red Cross 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 10, 2012: Rotary Youth Exchange 
Buse Erol, Exchange Student from Turkey 
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July 24, 2012: LaBelle Middle School 
Hal Bennett, New Practice Football Field 

July 31, 2012: District Governor Visit 
Stephen F. Schlueter, Rotary District 6960 
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August 7, 2012: Afghanistan Water Project 
John Capece, Rotary Club of LaBelle 

August 14, 2012: United Way Services 
Arlene Bettencourt, United Way Hendry/Glades 
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August 21, 2012: Florida Cowboys  
Norm Todd & Dallas Townsend 

August 28, 2012: Hendry County Budget 
Judi Kennington-Korf, Hendry County Admin. 
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September 4, 2012: History of Seminole Wars  
Butch Wilson, Clewiston Museum Curator  

September 11, 2012: Salvation Army  
Lisa Sands & Russell Rieder, Program Managers 
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September 18, 2012: Airglades Privatization 
Frederick Ford, Florida Fresh Cargo 

September 25, 2012: Drugs-free Hendry County 
Bianca Loren Ross, Hendry Co. Dept. of Health 
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October 2, 2012: Hendry County Infrastructure 
Tris Chapman & Shane Parker, Hendry County 

October 9, 2012: Cuba Swim by Diana Nyad 
Don McCumber, Swim Team Kayaker 
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October 16, 2012: Members Classifications Talks 
Holly and Fred Kobie, Rotary Club of LaBelle 

October 23, 2012: BP Oil Spill Settlement 
Evan Lubell, Aloia, Roland & Lubell, LLP 
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October 30, 2012: Disaster Services 
Heidi Ruster & Colin Downey, Red Cross  

Presenters & Guests 
 November 6, 2012: Curt Sinclair, Exotic Hibiscus 

 November 13, 2012: Sonja Crawford, Hendry County Extension 

 November 20, 2012: Michal Fidler, Intelligentsia International 

 November 27, 2012: Martina Frycova, Intelligentsia International  

 December 4, 2012: Artis Henderson, Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar 

 December 11, 2012: Joe Timm, Edward Jones 

 January 8, 2013: Gary Breakfield, Hendry Co. Adult Education  

 January 15, 2013: Steve Agius, Rotary Club of Estero 

 January 22, 2013: Brenda Hoots, Supervisor of Elections 

 Jan 29, 2013: Jodi Higginbotham, LaBelle Middle School 

 February 5, 2013: Aaron Angell, Hendry County Sheriff's Office 

 February 12, 2013: Karson Turner, Hendry County Commission  

 February 19, 2013: Ayman Kaki, K & M Pharmacy  

 February 26, 2013: Kim Hamilton, Florida House of Representatives 

 March 5, 2013: Phillip Pelletier, Hendry Co. Property Appraiser  

 March 12, 2013: Judith Paskvan, Healthy Families 

 March 19, 2013: Cathy Timuta & Lasheba Travis, Co. Health Dept. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7/1/2013 

36 

November 6, 2012: New Cultivars of Hybiscus 
Curt Sinclair, Exotic Hibiscus 

November 13, 2012: 4-H & Meats Judging Team 
Sonja Crawford, Hendry County Extension 
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November 20, 2012: Biofuels Land Use 
Michal Fidler, Intelligentsia International 

November 27, 2012: Digital Mapping Tools  
Martina Frycova, Intelligentsia International  
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December 4, 2012: Journalist's Year in Senegal  
Artis Henderson, Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar 

December 11, 2012: Aeronautics & Stocks 
Joe Timm, Edward Jones 
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January 8, 2013: General Educational  
Gary Breakfield, Hendry Co. Adult Education  

January 15, 2013: Wheelchair Foundation 
Steve Agius, Rotary Club of Estero 
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January 22, 2013: Improving Voter Turnout 
Brenda Hoots, Supervisor of Elections 

Jan 29, 2013: Future Business Leaders of America  

Jodi Higginbotham, LaBelle Middle School 
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February 5, 2013: Reducing Gang Threats 
Aaron Angell, Hendry County Sheriff's Office 

February 12, 2013: Employment & Education 
Karson Turner, Hendry County Commission  
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February 19, 2013: Patient Care Teams 
Ayman Kaki, K & M Pharmacy  

February 26, 2013: Youth Leadership Program 
Kim Hamilton, Economic Development Council 
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February 26, 2013: Animal Care Programs 
Alex Destesano, Calusa Humane Society 

March 5, 2013: Conservation Easements 
Phillip Pelletier, Hendry Co. Property Appraiser  



7/1/2013 

44 

March 12, 2013: Expecting and New Parents 
Judith Paskvan, Healthy Families 

March 19, 2013: Increasing Healthy Births 
Cathy Timuta & Lasheba Travis, Co. Health Dept. 
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Presenters & Guests 
 March 26, 2013: unknown 

 April 2, 2013: John Capece, Caloosahatchee River Citizens Assoc.  

 April 9, 2013: Russ Gardner, Hendry & Glades Co. Health Dept. 

 April 16, 2013: Club Assembly  

 April 23, 2013: Martina Frycova, Intelligentsia International 

 April 23, 2013: Bill Nordstom, Shriners Hospital for Children 

 April 30, 2013: Lynn Beasley, Hendry Regional Medical Center 

 May 7, 2013: Greg Gillman, Economic Development Council 

 May 14, 2013: Jesse Kroll, OMF International 

 May 21, 2013: Margaret Wuesterle, SWFRPC 

 May 28, 2013: Magdalena Mirowska, Intelligentsia International 

 June 4, 2013: Matt Hudson, Florida House of Representatives 

 June 11, 2013: Zachary Burch &  Kris Cella, Florida DOT 

 June 18, 2013: Phil Flood, So FL Water Management District 

 June 25, 2013: Winston Lane Goodwin, 2014 Scholarship Award 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2, 2013: Caloosahatchee River Issues 
John Capece, Caloosahatchee River Citizens Assoc.  
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April 9, 2013: Antibiotic Resistant Viruses  
Russ Gardner, Hendry & Glades Co. Health Dept. 

April 16, 2013: Patient-centered Care & Safety  
Lynn Beasley, Hendry Regional Medical Center  
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April 23, 2013: Shriners Hospital for Children 
Bill Nordstom, Araba Shriners International 

April 23, 2013: Rotary Rail & Water Tour 
Martina Frycova, Intelligentsia International 
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April 30, 2013: HRMC 
Lynn Beasley, HRMC, CEO 

May 7, 2013: Businesses & Jobs 
Greg Gillman, Economic Development Council 
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May 14, 2013: Missionary Work in Thailand 
Jesse Kroll, OMF International 

May 21, 2013: Regional Planning 
Margaret Wuesterle, SWFRPC  
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May 28, 2013: Rotary Peace Forum 
Magdalena Mirowska, Intelligentsia International 

June 4, 2013: Legislative Wrap-up 
Matt Hudson, Florida House of Representatives 
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June 11, 2013: SR80 Widening Project  
Zachary Burch,  Kris Cella, & Carmen Monroy  

Florida DOT 

June 18, 2013: Caloosahatchee Visioning 
Phil Flood, So FL Water Management District 
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June 25, 2013: 2014 Scholarship Award 
Winston Lane Goodwin, University of Florida 

June 25, 2013: Disabled Veterans Employment 
Lt. Col. Gary Bryant,  DVIC 
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Donations 

 $500 - Hendry-Glades Youth Leadership 

 $500 - LaBelle Middle School Football 

 $4,500 – Scholarship Awards 

 $200 – Saheli Vocational Centers 

 $200 - Firehouse Theater  

 $1,800 - Wheelchair Foundation 

 $100 - Relay For Life 

 $2,075 - Elementary Schools (Spaghetti) 

Donations: Hendry/Glades Youth Leadership 
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Donations: LaBelle Middle School 

Donations: University Scholarships 

$1500 to 
Jordan Walls 

Attending USF 

$1500 to 
Joshua Hernandez 

Attending UWF 

$1500 to 
San Juana Menguela 

Attending USF 
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Donations: Saheli Training Center 

Donations: Firehouse Theater 



7/1/2013 

56 

Donations: Wheelchair Foundation 

Donations: Relay for Life 
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Donations: School Spaghetti Dinners 

County Oaks School 
Assistant Principal 

Robin Jones  
accepts a $650 check 

LaBelle Elementary 
School Principal  

John Baker  
accepts a $775 check 

Upthegrove Elementary 
School Principal  
Larry Luckey, Jr. 

accepts a $650 check   

Donations 
 $200 - Gift of Life Foundation 

 $400 - Christmas in the Park 

 $800 - Earth Week buses  

 $100 - FBLA Middle School  

 $100 - Project Graduation 

 $4,250 - The Rotary Foundation (Polio) 

 $200 – American Red Cross 

 $200 – Chamber of Commerce 

 $100 – BackPack for Kids (weekend food) 
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Donations: Gift of Life 

Donations: Salvation Army 
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Donations: Christmas in the Park 

Donations: Earth Week Buses 
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Donations: Future Business Leaders 

 

Donations: Caloosa Humane Society 

 



7/1/2013 

61 

Donations: Project Graduation 

Donations: TRF - Polio 



7/1/2013 

62 

Donations: Red Cross 

Donations: Chamber of Commerce 
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Donations: BackPack for Kids 

50/50 Fundraising 

• $670 raised by 50/50 and 

• $670 won by Mel Karau  
on May 28 

• $1,100 raised by 50/50 and 

• $1,100 won by Andy Higginbotham 
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Projects 

 Water & Sanitation 

 Rail & Water Tour 

 Scholarship Awards 

 Food Drive 

 S4TL 

 Court House Display 

 Christmas Bell Ringing 

 Xmas Burger & Dogs 

 Golf Tournament 

 Armadillo Races 

 Spaghetti Dinners 

 Dictionaries 

 Nature Park 

 Earth Week 

 Pancake Breakfast 

Projects: Golf Tournament 
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Donations: Harry Chapin Food Bank 

Projects: Armadillo Races 
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Projects: School Spaghetti Dinners 

 

Projects: Free Dictionaries to Students 
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Projects: LaBelle Nature Park 

Projects: Earth Week at Hendry House 



7/1/2013 

68 

Projects: Water & Sanitation 

Projects: Rotary Rail & Water Tour 
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Projects: Scholarship Awards 

Jordan Walls 
USF 

Joshua Hernandez 
UWF 

Projects: Canned Food Drive 
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Projects: S4TL 

Keyrone 
Reed 

Projects: Court House Display 
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Projects: Salvation Army Bell-ringing 
By Rotarians & by Intelligentia for Rotary 

Events 

 Political Forum 

 District Conference 

 TRF Seminars 

 Rotary International 
Convention 

 BBQ (Kim Hamilton) 

 Basketball Game 

 Firehouse Theater 

 Christmas Gift 
Exchange 
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Events: BBQ 

Events: FGCU Basketball Game 
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Events: Firehouse Theater Play 

Events: Christmas Gift Exchange 
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Events: Political Forum 

 

Events: District 6960 Conference 
May 16-19, 2013 at Hyatt Regency, Sarasota 
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Events: District 6960 TRF Seminar 

Events: Rotary International Convention 
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 Plaques & Certificates 

 Newspaper photos/captions 

 World War II Veteran – James Eden 

 Perfect Attendance Awards 

 PAUL ROSER – 50 Years 

 Paul Harris Fellows 

 LESTER BAIRD & MICHAL FIDLER 

 In memory of Paul Roser (1936-2013) 

 In memory of Wayne Weeks (1957-2013) 

 

 

Recognitions 

Recognitions: 
Plaques 
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Recognitions: Presidential Citation 

Recognitions: Newspaper Coverage 
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Recognitions: Newspaper Coverage 

Recognitions: Newspaper Coverage 
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Recognitions: Newspaper Coverage 

Recognitions: Newspaper Coverage 
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Recognitions: Newspaper Coverage 

Recognitions: Newspaper Coverage 
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Recognitions: Jim Eden 
World War II Veteran 

Recognitions: Paul Roser 
50 Years of Perfect Attendance 
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Recognitions: Paul Harris Fellows 
Lester Baird & Michal Fidler 

In Memory of 
Paul Roser (1936 – 2013) 
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In Memory of 
Wayne Weeks (1957 – 2013) 


